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Emperors. Irene feared their shades. The better to secure
her position she sought to create in her favour a movement of
greater strength than was at this time the reaction in favour
of the images: she allowed the monks and the people to
protest against the divorce of her son Constantine VI and
his 'adulterous marriage' with the lady of the bedchamber
Theodote. She was thus able to depose and blind an
Emperor, who was her own son, without the loss of her
prestige or her renown for saintliness. The 'Moechian
Affair'—the 'Affair of the Adultery'—thus took precedence
in the passions of the people over the 'Affair of the Images'.
And Theodore of the monastery of Studius, an agitator
beyond compare, will be able to arouse a greater enthusiasm
than the champions of orthodoxy for having extorted from
an Emperor respect for the moral law which bound all alike
and from a Patriarch the strict application of canonical rules!
Theodore henceforth will defend all good and holy causes:
when Leo V began once more (815) to play the part of a Leo
the Isaurian, Theodore had the honour of fighting for the
sacred icons themselves. For Irene had fallen through the
unpopularity of her eunuch camarilla; under her successors
Nicephorus I, Stauracius, and Michael Rangabe, the Bul-
garian victories of 811 and 813 had precisely the same effect
as the great Arab invasion a hundred years before: cries were
raised against the corruption of the faith. On the approach
of the Bulgars, the people of Constantinople betook them-
selves to the tomb of Constantine V, the Iconoclast and
victorious Emperor. The Council of 815 promulgated a kind
of moderate Iconoclasm: it no longer ordered the destruc-
tion of the images: they were to be hung out of reach of the
faithful. The Council made a distinction between 'images'
and idols. To this doctrine Michael II and his son Theo-
philus, the princes of the Phrygian dynasty of Amorium,
were content to adhere, until once more the opposition
became a majority. And again a woman, a widow, an
Empress, and a saint, Theodora, sees herself by the logic of
events led to seek support in a party which she reorganizes.
But the lessons of the past have told. In 843 orthodoxy was
finally re-established, but the Festival of Orthodoxy is now
in truth the festival of reconciliation: even the memory of

